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Travellers should not 
have special treatment 


SEEING that Aubrey 
Stein (Apl 9) is so pro 
traveller. 1 suggest he go 
and have a chat with Len 
Grindle at Crays Hill, 
who Is unfortunate 
enough to have travellers 
for neighbours. 

Mr Stein might then 
realise that the letters to 
the Echo on the subject of 
the travellers are not big- 
otry, that people do not 
despise the travellers, but it 
is because they feel that 
some travellers' antisocial 
and lawless behaviour is 
unacceptable. 

They also feel that it is 
wrong, and unfair, that 
travellers should expect to 
get away with illegal active 
ties for which the rest of us 
would surely be prosecut 
ed. 

They are using every 
dodge to avoid being evict- 
ed from their illegal occu- 
pation of sites on the green 
belt and because they see 
us as a soft touch. 

As for the High Court 
judge's pronouncements on 
the subject, it is well known 
that some judges do not live 
in the real world, hence 
some of their illogical, out 
of-touch. politically correct 
rulings, such as the one 
that Mr Stein refers to. 

Travellers are not a race, 
they are not true Romany 
gipsies. Most of them have 
homes elsewhere, so evic- 
tion would not render them 
homeless, and they have 
the same opportunities to 
buy homes as the rest of us. 

If as they claim, their 
culturc is to be travellers 
then they should travel and 
not occupy illegal sites and 
they should not expect spe- 
cial treatment over and 
above the rest of us. 

That unelected, unac- 
countable body East of 
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England Regional Assem- 
bly has no right to tell local 
authorities how many trav- 
eller pitches they should 
provide, given that we have 
in this part of Essex more 
than our fair share already. 

CUVE BENSON 

Coppens Green, Wickford 

...AUBREY Stein (Apr 9) 
accuses Echo reporter Jon 
Austin of arrogance for 
having dismissed remarks 
from a High Court judge 
commenting on his regular 
reporting on the subject of 
travellers. 

He also touched a nerve 
by labelling regular corre- 
spondents on the same 
issue as bigots. 

A bigot by definition is a 


person intolerant or not 
responsive to the ideas of 
others. 1 would respond 
that criticism of a minority 
group in our society based 
on evidence that its activi- 
ties adversely effect the 
majority is not bigotry. 

We should be grateful 
that we have locally a good 
old-fashioned journalist 
who reports fairly and fac 
tually and remains 
unswayed by political cor- 
rectness. 

As to the traveller com- 
munity; they have a vast 
network of lawyers, civil 
rights groups, media spe 
cialists and even govern 
ment departments all 
devoted to their cause. 

It seems to me Jon Austin 


is trying his best, in our 
region at least, to address 
the balance. 

Mr Stein usually makes 
me smile at his naivety, but 
I really do think it is time to 
change those rose-tinted 
glasses. 

A WILSON 
Hart Road, Thundersley 

Take your own 
deckchairs! 

THE landscaping of the old 
bandstand site on Southend 
cliffs has been one small 
step in the right direction 
considering the negative 
impact of the cliff subs! 
dence had upon the area. 

While it was sad to see 


the removal of the majority 
of original building from 
the derelict site it was 
encouraging to see that two 
sections of the covered area 
were refurbished as shel 
ters. 

These two shelters look 
great and Southend Council 
should be commended on 
some imaginative thinking 
by not demolishing them as 
is the usual case, but bring 
ing them back into use. 

Both shelters have some- 
thing missing or maybe 
they have a use that I have 
yet to understand? 

Perhaps there not sup- 
posed to be shelters but a 
new art sculpture. Well for 
the moment It's simply, 
there are no seats or bench- 
es in these two shelters. 

Given the lack of 
deckchair hiring in the area 
I reckon folk will have to 
bring their own and also a 
strong constitution as 
they're are no loos close by 
either Nice views though! 

CHRIS JONES 
Hottytree Gardens 
Rayleigh 


Army farm is a great asset 


EXPRESS my joy at a 
visit to the Salvation 
Army Farm at Hadleigh. 

I am a former police 
officer and I have been 
dealing with the farm for 
more than 39 years. 

My first encounter was 
as a young uniformed offi 
cer when I was Introduced 
to the farm manager and a 
few of the residents in the 
then hostel, now pulled 
down. 

From my first visit I 
realised the Salvation 
Army was an organisation 
that actually did some- 
thing for people others 
had given up on. 

1 met pickpockets, alco- 
holics and others all try- 
ing to put their lives back 
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on track. They were main- 
ly from London and treat- 
ed me with suspicion, but 
over the years I made 
many friends and on one 
particular visit I chatted 
with a really nice old boy. 

As I left. I asked him 
what he was his “form" 
was; he replied he was a 
pickpocket. 

As I left he handed me 
my wallet and smiled say- 
ing: “It is done for crime 
prevention purposes 
nowadays!" 

As I was a young PC. 
that experience actually 
taught me much in life, 
especially useful for the 30 
years ahead of me in the 
police service. 

On another visit there I 


had to speak to an elderly 
resident who lived in one 
of the Salvation Army’s 
homes. 

She was in her 90s and 
told me stories of her life 
as a missionary and how 
she remembered the 
British Army wearing red 
coats. 

What I did learn from 
the friends I made on the 
farm was that the 
Salvation Army was an 
organisation that actually 
practised what they 
preached with many army 
officers devoting their 
entire lives to their reli- 
gion. 

I hadn't been on the 
farm for a long time, but 
recently took our 16- 


month-old grandson for a 
walk. 

I was delighted to see 
how much effort has gone 
into the entire farm, with 
the tearooms and the rare 
breeds area, which was a 
delight. 

Many of the young 
workers there remem- 
bered me from my days as 
the local policeman who 
used to visit their old 
school in Thundersley. 
Cedar Hall. 

The farm is a real asset 
to the area and well worth 
a visit. It is great to see 
the farm is fulftling its 
original purpose of serv- 
ing the people. 

GORDON SINCLAIR 
Ben fleet 


I want Priory 
bypass now 

I THINK the Echo is quite 
right. Yes the time has 
passed for the layabouts of 
Camp Bling to evacuate 
themselves and roll up 
their sleeping bags and 
stow their goatskin saggy 
mead flagons on to their 
oxen carts and move anon 
to pastures afresh to taint 
pleasant vicinities anew. 

The King is dead! God 
save the bypass and a route 
to Aldi and B&Q for bar- 
gainous victuals and home 
improvementeths galore. 

This is 2008 and not a 
time for placating silly 
medieval reality contest- 
ants or indulging them 
their fantasies! 

We move on and improve 
our lot and that of future 
generations as did the 
Victorians for us. 

So for me in loincloth and 
axe held aloft I expect still a 
fight to the end! I want a 
road, a good road and I 
want it now. 

TREVOR MURDIN 
Flemming Crescent, Leigh 
...I MUST take issue with 
the Echo’s Comment (Apr 
9). that disputes the ■rele- 
vance” of Camp Bling. 

As a low-earning tax pay 
er. 1 have no wish to be 
effectively forced into pay. 
ing a contribution towards 
400 metres of road, which 
according to current fie! 
ures. will cost around 
£25.000 per metre * 

Salisbury Avenue, Westcim 


POINTS 

1 READ with 
interest (Apl 9/ 10) 
that < astir* I’njni 
was the only council to 
deliver all its bus passes to 
eligible residents in lime 
Here’s one Castle Point 
resident that hasn’t 
received her bus pass 
which I applied for at the 
beginning of March. 

I went to the council offices 
only to be told that I should 
wait a few days and it 
would be sent to me. To 
date I am still waiting 
Although other passengers 
can use their old expired 
passes, my husband and I 
cannot, as we were 
applying for the first time. 
Surely my husband and I 
are not the only ones 
waiting to receive them in 
Castle Point area, so it 
seems that Castle Point 
should be tarred with the 
same brush as other 
councils regarding 
subsidised bus passes. 

JAN SHAWYER 
Coker Road, Canvey 
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SO Castle Point 
councillors, road 
planners and 
engineers are to arrange 
the best time to carry out 
repairs to the Ferry Road 
bridge leading to Canvey. 
As yet they cannot decide 
the best time to do this, 
thus minimising the chaos 
it will cause to road traffic. 
As a Castle Point taxi 
driver with an average 
education, could I suggest 
to them they take note that 
at the moment the school 
Easter holidays are in 
progress, and traffic in our 
borough is down by up to 50 
per cenL 

It is not rocket science to 
realise the best time to 
carry out these repairs is 
during the whole of the 
summer six week holiday. 

DAVID JOLLEY 
Rushbottom Way 
Benfleet 
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